
Inspection modernization 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is building on its strong foundation 

and strengthening Canada's current federal inspection approaches and tools. 

What is inspection modernization? 

New technologies, tools and a more comprehensive approach to inspection are 

needed to properly manage today's risks to human, animal and plant health and 

the environment, and to enhance consumer protection. 

The CFIA held extensive consultation with front-line inspectors, consumer 

associations, industry and government stakeholders to develop a single and 

consistent inspection approach. The original intent was to consult first on food, 

then on a model that is applied to all inspection activities, whether related to 

human, animal or plant health or the environment. 

Initially it applied to all regulated food, whether imported, exported or prepared 

domestically for sale across provincial borders or internationally. In June 2013, 

the CFIA finalized its improved food inspection model, which supports the Safe 

Food for Canadians Action Plan to strengthen Canada's food safety system. 

Using the model as the foundation, the CFIA has developed an integrated 

Agency inspection modelwhich expands beyond food and consumer protection. 

For more information, please read the draft Integrated Agency Inspection Model 

(iAIM) 

To support this new approach, the CFIA is also 

 investing in state-of-the-art training and development programs in order to 

maintain a professional and highly-skilled inspection workforce 

 providing new technology and tools to support the work of industry and 

inspectors 

How this affects consumers 

Inspection modernization will allow the CFIA to detect and prevent risks more 

effectively. Consumers will benefit from inspection activities that target the 

highest risk areas first (domestic or imported). 

How this affects industry 

Inspection modernization will provide Canadian companies the flexibility to 

design controls that demonstrate that their operations and products comply with 

all relevant federal regulations. It will also create a more level playing field for 

businesses by streamlining the inspection process. 

What information is available? 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/final-model/eng/1372168382925/1372178578738
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/action-plan/eng/1366921334607/1366921368545
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/action-plan/eng/1366921334607/1366921368545
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/integrated-agency-inspection-model/iaim-consultation/eng/1390935174455/1390935603829
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/integrated-agency-inspection-model/iaim-consultation/eng/1390935174455/1390935603829
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/inspector-training/eng/1356144744048/1356145141989


 Draft Agency Inspection Model 

 Discussion paper on the Integrated Agency Inspection Model (iAIM) 

 The Case for Change II 

 Questions and Answers: Integrated Agency Inspection Model (iAIM) 

 Inspector training 

 Final Improved Food Inspection Model 

How to stay involved 

The CFIA will continue to actively engage and consult all stakeholders as it 

finalizes the integrated Agency inspection model and implements the new 

inspection approach. 

To stay informed of this and other CFIA initiatives to modernize its regulations, 

programs and services visit Transforming the CFIA. Please subscribe to 

receive updates through the Agency's email notification services. Please select 

the subject "Modernization initiatives". If you are already a CFIA email 

notification subscriber, you will simply need to add this topic to your list. 

 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/integrated-agency-inspection-model/iaim-consultation/eng/1390935174455/1390935603829
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/integrated-agency-inspection-model/discussion-paper/eng/1392747055378/1392747255468
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/case-for-change/eng/1399849525345/1399849581198
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/questions-and-answers/eng/1337028021452/1337028153631
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/inspector-training/eng/1356144744048/1356145141989
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/accountability/inspection-modernization/final-model/eng/1372168382925/1372178578738
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/transforming-the-cfia/eng/1374871172385/1374871197211
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/util/listserv/listdsube.shtml

